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Meeting Notice
We are meeting at the SICDTC training building in SI, NY on
Sunday, 3/6/05, from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm for Agility Run Thrus.
Cost is $10 per person for the first dog, $5 for each additional
dog. We will be having pizza for dinner. Agility will run until
approximately 7:30 pm , with business meeting to follow

Directions to the training facility can be found here:
http://www.sicdtc.net/Directions.html

Dues
Please bring your dues checks to the meeting. Cathy will be
collecting them, as Helen is unable to attend the meeting. We
decided at the February meeting that charter members would
pay $52 each this year in order to build up the treasury.

Exciting Herding News!

We are thrilled to announce that
Cathy and Karen have arranged
for Linda Rorem to come and

give private lessons at Gene
Sheninger’'s Wayside Farm in
Hibernia, NJ on Sunday, July

24, 2005. Please be sure to
LINDA ROREM and save the date. Details to follow.
NORTHLIGHT A little about Linda:

SHELTIES

Linda Rorem began herding with her first Sheltie in the mid-
'‘80's. Two of her Shelties have earned herding championships
in all three title programs - ASCA, AHBA and AKC. She has
trained and handled additional dogs to advanced titles,
including four additional Shelties, two Rough Collies, a Border
Collie, Briard, Samoyed, and German Shepherd, and has
worked with a wide variety of breeds in giving lessons and in
clinics. Linda helped in the development of the herding
programs of the American Working Collie Association (Rough
and Smooth Collies), the American Herding Breed Association,
and the American Kennel Club, and is a judge for AHBA and
AKC. She enjoys practical farm and ranch work most of all,
and in trials the ranch courses are her favorites. She is also is
interested in the history and use of herding breeds, and has
written numerous articles.

Linda giving Cathy Caruso a lesson last October

Monthly Metro Herding
During the winter months I'm planning monthly, (mostly
Sheltie), herding lessons up at Gene Sheninger's Wayside
Farm Training Field. It's a chance for us and our dogs to
socialize, as well as to learn from and encourage each other.

There's a new added attraction this winter of a campfire - - and
s'mores! Happy Herding!

Cathy Caruso peachmor@earthlink.net

New Herding Web Site
Here’s a new web site with information about Herding in the
Northeast. It features a calendar of events, information on
trainers and training facilities, stock rental, photos and more:
http://www.northeastherdinginfo.com/index.htm

Photos from our February Grooming Day

Everyone had a great time
and learned so much
about grooming and
pampering our Shelties at
our February get together.
Can’t wait for “Part 2" —
there’s still so much to
learn.

2005 AKC ACE Awards

The AKC is accepting nominations for their 2005 Awards for
Canine Excellence. Purebred, AKC registered dogs that have
performed an exemplary act which benefited an individual or
community are eligible. There are 5 categories: Law
Enforcement Dog, Search and Rescue Dog, Therapy Dog,
Service Dog, and Companion Dog.

If you have or know of a dog who might be eligible please see
the following site FMI:
http://www.akc.org/news/index.cfm?article_id=2420

Meet Our Shelties
This will be a monthly feature in Metro Express. Please send
me stories/photos about your dogs. | will print them monthly as
received. This month’s Sheltie is Joanne & Scott Stock’s Odo
— see page 2.
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MEET OUR SHELTIE

A

Odo’s Rescue

By Joanne Stock

It all started in February 1999,
. when | received the call from my
g, friend, Aneita, the rescue contact
i+ for the Shetland Sheepdog Club of
5y Northern New Jersey. She
wanted to know if | knew of
anyone who'd be interested in a
rescue, but it had to be someone
with patience and good dog
sense, because the dog had been
mishandled by his previous owners. They turned
him in to the rescue group because they claimed he
was untrainable.

Aneita mentioned that the dog was half-brother to
my other Sheltie, Kayla. My husband at the time,
Nat, and | decided to check him out. We were not
prepared for the pitiful sight before us. Here was a
gorgeous nine-month old puppy, who was so
frightened that he collapsed on the floor when we
walked into the room. He was shaking
uncontrollably, and | could tell that this was a dog
that was going to take a lot of rehabilitative work.

| was already training two dogs, but Nat said that
he wanted the dog. Despite my protests he
insisted, and Odo came home with the condition
that this was going to be HIS dog. | wasn't going to
feed him, walk him, do anything with him. Well,
while Nat knew what the rules were, it seems that
neither one of us explained them to Odo -- he
picked me to be his special person, and would
follow me everywhere | went. Odo would wedge
himself behind me on the couch; he'd try to sleep
between the two pillows on my side of the bed, and
would howl so sadly if | went out without him.
Odo slowly but surely won me over and became my
dog.

Through patience and a lot of hard work,
Odo gained confidence and learned how to relate
to other people. When my husband and | broke up,
it was only natural for Odo to stay with me. He
definitely was a challenge to train, but working
through his issues taught me patience, ingenuity,
and determination. | wound up very interested in
sheep herding because of Odo, and he was the first
dog in our club to earn the Herding Tested, Pre-
Trial, and Herding Started titles. He was ranked #8
in Shetland Sheepdogs in AKC herding trials in
1999. Odo didn't really take to obedience, although
he did earn his U-CD and CD titles. He likes agility
and has done very well, earning his AX and AXJ
titles.

In 2000, I met my future husband, Scott. | could tell
he was a special guy, and so did all of the dogs.
Odo was always most fearful of men, but liked
Scott immediately. Scott became interested in
agility, and started competing with my first dog
Sable. He also competed with Odo at several
trials, and they did very well together.

Odo is now 10-1/2 years old, and most people
would never know that he was ever anything but a
normal, happy dog. His initial registration
paperwork contained the name and address of his
previous owners. | compiled a video tape of Odo
competing in agility, sheep herding, and just being
a happy boy. | sent that tape to them, along with a
short note letting them know that their loss was
definitely a blessing to us.

Odo’s most recent accomplishments involve his
new junior agility handler, my step-daughter,
Stephanie. Together they have earned all of their
Novice and Open preferred agility titles, and now
require one more qualifying score at the Excellent
level to earn their AXP and AJP titles. Odo adores
Stephanie, and he has been an excellent dog for
her to begin learning this sport with.

The experiences | have had with Odo have helped
me so much. The skills that | needed to learn
because of him have been so important in the
training of our younger dogs, Jagger and Storm.

I know that Odo gave me a special gift when he
chose me to be his special person.
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